
Dear Friends, 
Many of you know that Companion Animal Alliance recently filed a defamation lawsuit against 
our former Director, Desiree Bender, who was terminated last October after serving only 20 
weeks in the job. As stated in the lawsuit, “since the date that her employment with CAABR 
terminated, Desiree Bender, has been involved in a campaign to harass CAABR and to defame 
the Petitioners through posts on social media accounts created and/or used by Bender that are 
untrue, hold Petitioners in a false light and defame the reputations of Petitioners.” Desiree 
Bender has hired Jill Craft, a local attorney who specializes in discrimination litigation.  
 
Ms. Craft contacted WAFB yesterday and was interviewed about the lawsuit. WAFB contacted 
the LSU Vet School and took information from the CAA website but did not speak with anyone 
from our organization. Unfortunately, their story is riddled with inaccurate information and 
innuendo designed to paint CAA in a negative light. CAA did not ever “take orders” from the 
LSU Vet School for live animals or cadavers. CAA has never sent live animals out for 
experimental research and did not supply cat heads as falsely reported.  
 
In fact, CAA was at times not able to respond and in some cases, chose not to respond to many 
of the requests. The story states that CAA supplied 70 animals to LSU last year when in fact, 
while Desiree Bender was in charge, she sent 42 live animals to LSU without the Board’s 
knowledge or consent. When she raised the issue to the board, they met almost immediately 
and passed a resolution to prohibit the transfer of any live animals to LSU and to stop taking 
any reimbursement for expenses for either live animals or cadavers. CAA follows the guidelines 
of the Association of Shelter Veterinarians with regard to working with Schools of Veterinary 
Medicine. We are proud of our staff and especially our veterinary staff who work closely with 
the LSU Vet School to supervise and train residents to correctly perform spay and neuter 
surgeries and to find new ways to save the lives of our treasured pets. CAA receives 
approximately 8,000 animals per year and in spite of this large number we have increased the 
save rate to over 70% as compared to 20% when we began operations. 
 
Finally, the WAFB story that was posted on Thursday, May 9th mentioned a federal 
investigation. CAA was reported to the USDA and after a thorough investigation of our 
practices, no charges were filed. CAA was also told that they did not need a license to continue 
their work with the LSU Vet School and local and national rescue groups. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to share the truth with you and our other supporters. Please do 
not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. We are working to be more transparent 
and will continue to update the website www.caabr.org to keep you better informed.  
 
We truly need your help right now. In the past five days we have taken in 134 animals.  We 
need you to encourage the community to adopt, foster, and find homes for our animals. The 
funds raised at the Fur Ball will help us to provide additional medical care, medications, and 
more spay/neuter surgeries to prepare more animals for their forever homes.  
Many thanks, Christel 
 


