
Friends of Companion Animal Alliance, 

Our mission has always been to find forever homes and return lost pets to their families 
and, most importantly, to treat animals humanely and compassionately. 
 
Recently, a former employee who was terminated for cause has made untrue allegations 
regarding our partnership with the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, calling into question 
CAA’s dedication to serving this community with integrity.    
 
CAA is the parish open-intake facility. Unfortunately, this means there are occasions when 
the shelter receives animals that have intractable health and/or behavior problems beyond 
CAA’s ability to reverse; or at times, the shelter exceeds its capacity to the point that some 
animals must be euthanized. However, no animal has ever been euthanized to "fill an 
order" from the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine. In accordance with Association of 
Shelter Veterinarians’ (ASV) guidelines, CAA procedures allow for cadavers to be delivered 
to LSU for educational purposes only. The ASV guidelines state that cadavers of shelter 
animals euthanized for reasons unrelated to medical research are sometimes made 
available for educational purposes, similar to how human cadavers are used to train 
medical doctors. The ASV guidelines are available in their entirety online at sheltervet.org. 
It is common practice to reimburse shelters for transport costs and incidental expenses; 
however, CAA no longer accepts the $40 per animal reimbursement. 
 
Last summer, the CAA Board was made aware that, on occasion, CAA provided live animals 
already scheduled for euthanasia to the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine on a limited 
basis. However, no animals were used for educational purposes or teaching while alive. 
While this does not violate the Federal Animal Welfare Act, the CAA Board voted 
unanimously on October 7th, 2018 to discontinue this practice and establish formal policies 
to prevent any further causes for concern. The transfer of living animals to the Vet School 
was altogether discontinued at that meeting, which took place prior to the move to the new 
shelter at LSU. 
 
CAA is proud to partner with the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine to save the lives of 
more companion animals and provide the best education possible to new veterinarians. 
This partnership provides vet students with valuable experience through rotations at CAA 
and offering multiple experiences with supervised spay/neuter surgeries. This 
collaboration also decreases the amount of time animals spend in the shelter. 
 
In the nine years since CAA was founded, we have increased the save rate of CAA animals 
from 20% to 70% by successfully connecting animals in need with adoptive and foster 
families. We are committed to continue finding ways to improve this performance even 
further. CAA asks for your help in decreasing intake by spaying and neutering your pets, 
and to consider fostering and adopting new forever friends.   
 
The CAA team will continue to focus our efforts toward improving the lives of all animals. 
We greatly appreciate your continued support of our community shelter. 
 



Sincerely, 
 
Christel Slaughter 
CAA Board Chair 
 


